
Watermelons
Al though no one knows exact ly  when the f i rs t

watermelon wos p lonted in  Georg io,  the f ru i t  hos
been omong the s tote 's  leoding t ruck crops for
monv veors.

Georgio me. lons were shipped to
Northern stotes by boot  os eor ly  os
7853 .  I n  1856 ,  on  Augus to  f o rmer
begon shippingwatermelons to New
York pocked wi th s t row in crockery
crotes.  I t  rs  so id thot  h is  prof  i t  was
so greot  thot  he gove others the
i n c e n t i v e  t o  p l o n t  w o t e r m e j o n s .
With in the next  L0 years,  Augusto
wos shipping 60,000 melons eoch
seoson.

By the LB90's,  commercio, l  pro-
duct ion of  waterme, lons goined o
permonent  f  oothold in  Georgio.  In
f  act ,  the f  ru i t  was considered k ing
of the wiregross oreo of the state.

Becouse of  the state 's  success in
the watermelon industry ,  the No-
t ional  Wotermelon Associot ion wos
estobl ished in Morven,  Georgio in
7974. Originally known os the Melon
Distri butors Associotion, the or gan-
izot ion cont inues to promote the
best  in terests of  the wotermelon
industry  f rom product ion to con-
sumpt ron .

Wotermelons hove o lwoys held o
mojor  shore of  Georgio 's  t ruck form-
ing  i ndus t r y .  As  h ighwoys  ond
t ronspo r to t i on  improved ,  wo te r :
melon product ion ond the stote 's
t ruck forming industry  increosed.

For exomple,  32 mi l l ion meions
brought  $1,908,000 to the stote in
7930. A record crop of 87,000 acres
wos p lonted in  1935.  However,  th is
acreoge wos not  mointo ined;  dur ing
the war,  the federal  government
actuol ly  d iscouroged product ion.

Wotermelons remoin on importont
t ruck forming crop in  Georgio.  In
f  act  the stote is  omong the leoders in
U.S.  product ion.

The crop oppeols to mony formers
becouse i t  o f fers an eor ly  cosh crop
p rov id ing  needed  cash  f l ow .  I n
odd i t i on ,  t he  s to te  hos  good  g row-
ing seosons needed to produce o
consistent  crop wi th good y ie lds
ond sweet  melons.  Populor  Georgia
wotermelon vor iet ies inc iude /ubi -
lees,  Long Groys,  ond the most  pre-
v olent, Crimson Sweets.

Cr isp County st i i l  c lo ims the t i t ie
of " W ater melon Capital of the W orld."
The south Ceorgio county conf inues
to hondle a mojor  por t ion of  the
me. lon crop through the Stote Form-
ers Morket in Cordele.
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